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Based on previous research activities, psychopathy has been identified as an essential indicator of recidivism. Various authors have associated psychopathy and the development of criminal careers presumably because of its enduring exhibited characteristics. Psychopaths often display anti-social behaviour which is characterized by boldness and lack o social empathy. Arguably, due to their nature, it is observed that psychopaths often violate the social rules and regulations consequently resulting in criminality. The behavioural characteristics exhibited by psychopaths that advance their criminality include aggressiveness, lack of capacity to create and maintain emotional bonds, and impulsivity. It is essential to understand that all these characteristic traits have considered as critical predictors of recidivism among psychopaths. Statistically, psychopaths make up approximately 25 % of criminal offenders. Psychopathy and crime: Recidivism and criminal careers. This current paper, therefore, presents a critical review of the association between psychopathy and criminality.
Hare & Neumann (2008) defined psychopathy as a clinical disorder that is characterized by the development of antisocial behaviours which significantly affect the social lives of the affected individuals. In this sense, psychopathic personality traits have been regarded as essential psychological constructs particularly in the criminal justice system. Although women psychopaths have been considered less likely to engage in criminal behaviour compared to their male counterparts, psychopathic women also present a greater likelihood to engage in both violent and non-violent criminal acts. Similarly, as observed by Glenn & Raine (2014), psychopathic behaviour in children has been significantly associated with the development of delinquent behaviour in adulthood especially among males. 

 Children with psychopathic personalities have also found it difficult to establish lasting relationships with their peers in school. In a sense, due to their conduct challenges and attentional difficulties, a majority of psychopathic children do not complete their education. Evidence drawn from the Cooke (2014) study indicated that these children usually engage in a variety of antisocial and criminal behaviour. For instance, the study observed that a significant number of psychopathic adolescents engaged in sexual violence during the period of this study. There is an established link between psychopathy and criminality that can not be disputed. Even though psychopathic behaviour or traits do not signify criminality, it significantly enhances the possibilities of a psychopath to engage in criminal activities especially due to the traits such as impulsivity, grandiosity and lack of social empathy.
Additionally, based on the overwhelming pieces of evidence, psychopathy has also been found to predict the development of delinquent behaviour. Anderson et al. (1999) argued noted that psychopathic offenders began their criminality at an early age. In their observations, the young psychopathic offenders took pride in engaging in antisocial behaviour which consistently violated societal regulations. Because of the pride and the expression of greater sentiments regarding criminal behaviour, a majority of psychopaths are often quicker to return to their criminal ways immediately after incarceration (DeLisi & Vaughn, 2008). Tellingly, as argued in this paper, there exists a demonstratable link between psychopathy and criminality. Meta-analytic studies have indicated an overall predictability size of 0.37 as an indicator of violence.


Because of their disordered personalities, psychopaths often engage in threats of violence and weapons as well as a greater motivation to offend (Cornell et al. 1996). Verona et al. (2001) observed psychopaths in comparison to the non-psychopaths often engage in predatory violence particularly meant to achieve a certain purpose. According to this research, psychopaths do not wait to be offended, they often engage in violence that is emotionally driven to particularly achieve certain external goals such as money, drugs or even power in their neighbourhoods. From a study in Canada among 101 offenders, Williamson et al. (1987), found out that a significant number of the violent acts committed by psychopaths were externally motivated. For example, 45% of psychopath's violent crimes were to achieve material gain. However, in other cases, the psychopaths did not have any external intention to commit the crimes but were rather motivated emotionally to offend. In this view, psychopaths have been considered willy and manipulative in their nature. 
Based on the evidence drawn from research in New York, the researchers after interviewing 52 convicted psychopathic murderers confirmed the previous research assertions regarding psychopathic individuals in relation to criminality. First, the respondents showed a significant lack of emotion as they described their crimes. It was evident that their criminal actions (murder) were motivated by their desire to obtain some basic needs such as money, food and even drinks (Theodorakis, 2013). Due to their profound selfish nature, psychopaths engaging in high-level crimes have been found to have little or no conscience at all. Kiehl & Hoffman (2011) observed that psychopaths are 25 per cent more likely to be locked in prisons than non-psychopaths to consequently present a huge impact on the criminal justice system. 


Silver et al. argued that the defining characteristics of psychopaths such as impulsivity and lack of social empathy contribute significantly to their criminal versatility. In this understanding, it can be noted that psychopathy and criminal engagement are correlated. Psychopaths behave violently in most of their crimes due to their disordered mental conditions. Admittedly, individuals with underlying mental conditions are more susceptible to engage in criminal activities and perpetrate acts of violence than those with no mental conditions. Even though there are successful psychopaths who have managed to remain with the provisions of the law and do not engage in criminal activities, it is essential to understand that these pieces of evidence only consist of unsuccessful psychopaths who have been unable to stay within the law.
Hare observed that even though this psychiatric disorder contributes to the engagement in crime, the typical career of psychopaths is usually shorter compared to non-psychopaths. More often normal criminals who begin engaging in crime at the early stages of their lives may persist in criminality all through their lives, however, the trend is not similar for psychopathic criminals who have been found to abandon their criminal careers earlier. Levy (2014) in his book the Biological roots of crime observed that most psychopaths give up criminality by the age of 40. 
Evidence drawn from Porter, Birt, & Boer (2001) ideally supports the connection between psychopathy and criminality. Psychopathic criminal offenders are observably unconscious of the consequences of their actions. Williamson et al.  (1987) noted that the high levels of hostility among psychopaths significantly enhanced the propensity to commit crimes. In their observations, psychopaths do not have feelings for those around them besides lacking a sense of social obligation. In this view, most psychopathic relationships can be considered superficial. 
Various conspiracies have been advanced in relation to the connection between psychopathy and the development of criminal behaviour. However, psychopathy is still considered one of the worst mental disorders with the highest probability of occurring. 
Additionally, evidence obtained from a series of longitudinal studies has confirmed the assertions that childhood conduct problems are essential indicators of antisocial behaviour during adulthood besides the development of psychopathic. Accordingly, based on these longitudinal researches, psychopathy has been found to be a strong predictor of recidivism than all the other factors of criminality combined. Psychopathic traits account for over 42 % of the general explanatory power for the regression model of criminal careers. A greater number of individuals with considerably high psychopathic scores have been found to have more convictions with an increased engagement with the criminal justice system. Similarly, ½ of these individuals were also found to be chronic offenders. These findings highlighted the link between psychopathy and delinquent behaviour (Vaughn & DeLisi). 
Some authors have argued that even though psychopaths are more susceptible to crime, they should be exempted from the criminal justice system. Morse (2008) argued that severe psychopaths lack moral rationality and that they should be exempted from the criminal justice system. Even though psychopaths lack moral rationality, they are usually driven by egocentric behaviour besides a strong desire for power and money. As observed before, these are the defining characteristics exhibited by psychopaths through their period of criminality. It is important to note that considering the exception from the criminal justice on mental grounds, psychopaths engage ion more serious and violent crimes without any concern about either the moral r social impacts of their crimes. 
Based on research pieces of evidence, at times, non-psychopaths usually assist psychopaths to commit very planned and concealed crimes allowing them to engage in crimes without the fear of being arrested. The FBI has noted that criminal psychopaths have a higher probability of engaging in extreme violent crimes than non-psychopaths (Brown et al., 1996; Hinshaw, Lahey, & Hart, 1993; Loeber, 1998). Psychopathy in women has remained understudied for quite some time. Criminological pieces of evidence have also identified the social danger posed by women psychopaths. Based on the extensive research coverage, a significant portion of the people are only aware of the existence of male psychopaths, however, female psychopaths have also been found to behave irrationally and violently. Although studies indicate a lower number of female psychopaths, their social impact replicates that of their male counterparts.
Just like men, female psychopaths are also influenced by short-term gains that are observably impulsive to engage in criminal activities. Psychopaths seem more determined to achieve their short-term goals by all means owing to their lack of empathy and rationality. On most occasions, just like male psychopaths, female psychopaths apply instrumental violence on their targets. Female psychopaths may exhibit physical and verbal violence. From the scanty research evidence on female psychopaths, it can be noted that psychopathic women often engage in criminal at younger ages compared to non-psychopaths (Morse, 2008). The psychopathic women may engage in robbery, drug-associated crimes, and even assault. Compared to the male offenders in prisons, females’ psychopathic offenders make up 17 % of the general female inmate population. Statistically, women tend to be very aggressive and abusive but do not get to the extent of committing physical and violent crimes.


Conclusion
Almost every individual in the US has been overwhelmed by the media’s obsession with covering violent crimes. Criminal offenders have also been considered some of the most dangerous individuals living amongst us. However, today, psychopaths, though uncommon, have also been regarded as dangerous criminals due to their personality traits that support the engagement in criminal careers. As observed in this paper, these characteristic traits, otherwise considered as the defining traits, significantly enhances the potentiality to engage in crime. In relation to criminality, it is essential to understand that psychopaths are usually unable to establish and maintain relevant emotional attachments and this forms the very foundation of their criminal engagements. 
Lack of rationality to make moral judgements has also been considered a defining character trait of psychopaths. This means that they are usually not aware of how their actions may affect those around them. And instead, tend to display egocentric behaviour always trying to obtain whatever they want. As identified in this paper, this desire also remains to be a leading motivator to engage in crime. A significant number of psychopathic crimes are materially motivated. For instance, psychopaths have indicated that they commit crimes to obtain some of the essential needs such as food, money and even drinks. Arguably, this is an indication that psychopath's criminal careers are short-lived. 




Besides being impulsive, psychopaths have also exhibited high levels of irresponsibility and an enhanced likelihood to commit a crime. The high levels of irresponsibility have been associated with disordered thinking and reasoning among these individuals. It is important to note that a psychopathic personality is not a precondition to developing criminal careers. Only unsuccessful psychopaths usually engage with the criminal justice system. Unsuccessful psychopaths are said to exhibit traits that are consistent with criminal behaviour. These traits include lack of remorse, impulsivity, greater anxiety and negative affectivity. The available data in this paper has provided a demonstrable link between psychopathy and criminal engagement.  Future recommendations drawn from this study would require researchers to identify the prediction of relational aggression and impulsivity using Psychopathic scores having noted that psychopathy is not a precondition to engage in crime.
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